Maine Revised Statutes

Title 19-A: DOMESTIC RELATIONS HEADING:
PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (new); Pt. E, 82 (aff)

Chapter 29: DIVORCE HEADING: PL
1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (new); Pt. E, 82 (aff)

8905. INVESTIGATION WHEN CUSTODY OF CHILDREN INVOLVED

Whenever in adivorce action the custody of aminor child isinvolved, the court may request the
department to investigate conditions and circumstances of the child and the child's parents. Upon completion
of the investigation, the department shall submit awritten report to the court and to counsel of record at |east
3 days before the date of hearing. The report may not be further copied or distributed by anyone. A person
who violates a provision of this section commits acivil violation for which aforfeiture of not more than $500
may be adjudged. Upon request of an interested party, the court shall require the person making the report to
testify at the time of hearing. Whoever participates in making areport under this section or participatesin a
judicial proceeding as aresult of the report isimmune from civil or criminal liability, unless that person acted
in bad faith or with malicious purpose. [ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW; 1995, c. 694,
Pt. E, 82 (AFF).]

If the court requests an investigation for purposes other than suspected abuse or neglect as defined
in Title 22, chapter 1071, the court shall order either or both parties to pay to the department part or all of
the costs of services under this chapter, unless the court has made afinding of inability to pay. Revenue
from investigations or services provided under this chapter are dedicated to the department to defray the
cost of these services. [ 1995, c. 694, Pt. B, 82 (NEW,; 1995, c. 694, Pt. E 82
(AFF) . ]
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